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LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, [ HAD PLANNED TO SPEAK TO
YOU TONIGHT TO REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE UNION, BUT
THE EVENTS OF EARLIER TODAY HAVE LED ME TO CHANGE THOSE

—

PLANS. \ TODAY IS A DAY FOR MOURNING, AND REMEMBERING,

o

—

NANCY AND I ARE PAINED TO THE CORE BY THE TRAGEDY

————

OF THE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER.| WE KNOW WE SHARE THIS PAIN

— e e

WITH ALL OF THE PEOPLE OF OUR EDUNTRT.& THIS IS TRULY A
NATIONAL LOSS,

NINETEEN YEARS AGO ALMOST TO THE DAY, WE LOST
THREE ASTRONAUTS IN A TERRIBLE ACCIDENT ON THE GROUND.
BUT WE HAVE NEVER LOST AN ASTRONAUT IN FLIGHTtJ WE HAVE

"

NEVER HAD A TRAGEDY LIKE THIS. | AND PERHAPS WE HAVE
FORGOTTEN THE COURAGE IT TOOK FOR THE CREW OF THE o
SHUTTLE.\ BUT THEY, THE CHALLENGER SEVEN, WERE AWARE OF

THE DANGERS -- AND OVERCAME THEM AND DID THEIR JOBS
BRILLTANTLY.

—e——
e —_—

:

WE MOURN SEVEN HEROES -- MICHAEL SMITH,
DICK SCOBEE, JUDITH RESNIK, RONALD MCNAIR,
ELLISON (oH-N1H-Z00-KUK), GREGORY JARVIS,

AND CHRISTA McAULIFFE, [ WE MOURN THEIR LOSS AS A
WATION, TOGETHER,
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TO THE FAMILIES OF THE SEVEN: WE CANNOT BEAR,
AS YOU DO, THE FULL IMPACT OF THIS TRAGEDY -- BUT WE
FEEL THE LOSS, AND WE ARE THINKING ABOUT YOU S0 VERY

MUCH,{ YOUR LOVED ONES WERE DARING AND BRAVE AND THEY
HAD THAT SPECIAL GRACE, THAT SPECIAL SPIRIT THAT SAYS:

GIVE ME A CHALLENGE AND I'LL MEET IT WITH JOY.} THEY

HAD A HUNGER TO EXPLORE THE UNIVERSE AND DISCOVER ITS
TRUTHS.| THEY WISHED TO SERVE AND THEY DID --

THEY SERVED ALL OF US.

:

WE HAVE GROWN USED TO WONDERS IN THIS CENTURY --

IT's HARD TO DAZZLE US.| BUT FOR 25 YEARS THE UNITED

STATES SPACE PROGRAM HAS BEEN DOING JUST THﬂT.; WE HAVE

GROWN USED TO THE IDEA OF SPACE, AND PERHAPS WE FORGET
THAT WE’VE ONLY JUST BEGUN, WE'RE STILL PIONEERS --
THEY, THE MEMBERS OF THE CHALLENGER CREW,

WERE PIONEERS,

—_—_—

AND I WANT TO SAY SOMETHING TO THE SCHOOL CHILDREN
OF AMERICA WHO WERE WATCHING THE LIVE COVERAGE OF THE

SHUTTLE!s TﬂKEQEE;E_I KNOW IT’s HARD TO UNDERSTAND BUT

SOMETIMES PAINFUL THINGS LIKE THIS HAPPEN — IT's ALL
PART OF THE PROCESS OF EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY —
IT’s ALL PART OF TAKING A CHEHCE AND EXPANDING MAN's
HORIZONS, &THE FUTURE DOESN'T BELONG TO THE
FAINT-HEARTED — IT BELONGS TO THE BRAVE.

e —

THE CHALLENGER CREW WAS PULLING US INTO THE FUTURE —
AND WE'LL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW THEM,
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['VE ALWAYS HAD GREAT FAITH IN AND RESPECT FOR OUR
SPACE PROGRAM — AND WHAT HAPPENED TODAY DOES NOTHING
T0 DIMINISH IT. | WE DON'T HIDE OUR SPACE PROGRAM,
WE DON'T KEEP SECRETS AND COVER THINGS UP, WE DO IT ALL
UP ERONT AND IN PUBLIC.) THAT’s THE WAY FREEDOM 1S,
AND WE WOULDN'T CHANGE IT FOR A MINUTE,

o —

S——
WE'LL CONTINUE OUR QUEST IN SPﬁCE.l THERE WILL BE

MORE SHUTTLE FLIGHTS AND MORE SHUTTLE CREWS AND, YES,

MORE VOLUNTEERS, MORE CIVILIANS, MORE TEACHERS, IN

SPACE.\ NOTHING ENDS HERE —~ OUR HOPES AND OUR JOURNEYS
CONTINUE.,

—_—

I WANT TO ADD THAT I WISH I COULD TALK TO EVERY
MAN AND WOMAN WHO WORKS FOR NASA OR WHO WORKED ON THIS
MISSION AND TELL THEM: YOUR DEDICATION AND
PROFESSIONALISM HAVE MOVED AND IMPRESSED US FOR

DECADES, AND WE KNOW OF YOUR ANGUISH.| WE SHARE IT,

THERE’s A COINCIDENCE TODAY,\ ON THIS DAY

—

390 YEARS AGO, THE GREAT EXPLORER SIR FRANCIS DRAKE

—_——

DIED ABOARD SHIP OFF THE COAST OF PANAMA.\ IN HIS
B —

LIFETIME THE GREAT FRONTIERS WERE THE OCEANS.| AND A
HISTORIAN LATER SAID, "HE LIVED BY THE SEA, DIED ON IT,
AND WAS BURIED ]H_EI;E_T;EBHY WE CAN SAY OF THE
CHALLENGER CREW: THEIR DEDICATION WAS, LIKE DRAKE's,
COMPLETE.
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THE CREW QOF THE SPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER HONORED
US BY THE MANNER IN WHICH THEY LIVED THEIR LIVES,

WE WILL NEVER FORGET THEM, NOR THE LAST TIME WE SAW
THEM — THIS MORNING, AS THEY PREPARED FOR THEIR
JOURNEY, AND WAVED GOODBYE, AND “SLIPPED THE SURLY
BONDS OF EARTH" TO “TOUCH THE FACE OF GOD."

THANK YOU,

e —



THE WHITE HOUSE
WaSHIMNGTON

January 28, 1986

MR. PEESIDENT:

Attached is the draft for
your brief televised address
from the Oval QOffice. The
speech will be on a
teleprompter. The remarks
have been reviewed and
approved by your Senior
Staff.

Please return the draft to
the Usher's Office after you
are finished with your

edits.
Dy

David Chew



